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HOUSE TYPES IN GEORGIA

In addition to architectural style, Georgia houses may be categorized by house type,
such as "shotgun," "bungalow" or "plantation plain." This means the overall form of the
house, the outline or "envelope” of the main or original part of the house, as well as the
general layout of the interior rooms. Using the name of a house type rather than a lengthy
description of the building lets us efficiently communicate to others the main characteristics
of the house. Knowing the house type allows us to compare one house to others of the same
form and can also tell us the general distribution of similar houses throughout the state. The
house type can also tell use whether a house is a rare or common form and, in some cases,
the historical period in which the house was most likely built.

The simplest definition of house type is the formula, plan + height = type. Thus
two houses with the same floor plan and the same height will belong to the same type. In
some cases, other architectural traits become part of the definition of the house type or of
subtypes within one house type. Thus the type of roof, the location of doors or chimneys, or
the kind of porch may help determine a house’s type or subtype.

When determining the type of a house, consider only the core, or main part of the
house and exclude side wings, rear service ells, later additions and attached outbuildings.
Additions may be important, however, if they change one house type into another house
type. For example, if a single-pen house was expanded by adding a second pen, or room, on
the opposite side of the chimney, the resulting house type would be a "saddlebag”. In this
case it would be valuable to know that two different house types were involved in the
evolution of the house, both the single pen and the saddlebag. All of the house types
described below may have rear ells or side wings, either original to the main block or the
result of an addition.

The type or form of a house is frequently confused with its style, even by experts in
the field. "Style" should be thought of as the external ornament or decoration of a house,
whereas "type" is the unadorned form and interior layout. Ten houses belonging to the same
house type may exhibit ten different styles; ten buildings with the same style may illustrate
ten different types. Thus a shotgun house, one of the most common house types in Georgia,
may have been decorated with architectural details from the Queen Anne style, the Colonial
Revival style, or no style at all. In all three cases, the house would still illustrate the
shotgun type, regardless of the style with which it is ornamented. Confusing types with
styles results in such misnomers as "shotgun style" and "Greek Revival type."

Likewise, the method of construction and the exterior materials should not be
confused with house types, the overall form and plan of a house. A shotgun house may be



constructed of load-bearing masonry, wood frame, or logs, and it may be sheathed in
clapboards, brick, vinyl siding or permastone. Regardless of the method of construction
used and regardless of the exterior material, the house is still a shotgun house if it has the
overall form and plan of the shotgun type.

House types should not be too closely linked with particular historical periods. In
some cases, knowing the house type can tell you when the house was buiit, usually to within
several decades. Most periods were marked by a predominance of one or two house types,
and these popular types are unavoidably linked in people’s minds with that period. In other
cases, however, the popularity of a particular type over half a century or longer makes this
sort of dating difficult. Sometimes in Georgia, a house type very common in the early 19th
century was seldom used in the late 19th century, only to reappear in thousands of houses in
mill villages in the early 20th century.

The house types described and illustrated below do not account for all the houses in
Georgia. Many of the houses that do not fit easily into one of the following types have
unusual forms and plans that make categorizing them difficult. Others have simply not yet
been studied in sufficient detail to be recognized as members of a type. The following list
does account, however, for the most common, recurring types of houses built in the state
before about 50 years ago.






